
George W. Pearson (1870-1955) 

Born in Covington, Ohio, Pearson worked as a Blade 
correspondent as a high school senior in Van Wert, 
Ohio. He attended Ohio Wesleyan University. After 
pursuing teaching and railroad jobs, he returned to the 
newspaper work he loved. He came to Toledo in 
1893 and was soon working for The Blade. Seven 
years later, he was "banished" to covering East 
Toledo as retribution for his loyalty to Mayor Sam 

Jones. Two years later, he moved from his West Side home to St. Louis Street, and 
remained a committed "East Sider" for life. From 1897 to 1947, Pearson wrote an 
almost daily column for the East Side, covering all manners of issues from sports 
to society. He also championed East Side causes. He demanded that Front Street be 
paved and Main Street widened. He lobbied for Waite High School and the High 
Level Bridge. He helped numerous civic groups, including the Boy Scouts and the 
YMCA. His chief concern was parklands and he urged civic leaders and 
businessmen to preserve remains of the Great Black Swamp. Pearson Metropark 
was named in his honor when founded in 1934. Pearson is remembered fondly for 
his dedication as a "one-man chamber of commerce".
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